Nowadays, bacterial resistance (MRSA, VRE) towards antibiotics is no longer a local problem, but it is rather considered as a global question. Recent trends in the fight against resistant bacteria are the synthesis of the covalent di-, tri-, or oligomeric derivatives1-7) of antibiotics, and the research of enzyme inhibitory compounds.
antibiotics, and in the light of those described above, the present paper deals with the synthesis of a penicillin-V Our primary goal was the preparation of a trimer (5) of phenoxymethyl penicillin suiphone (Scheme 1), with the expectation that this podand would retain the favoured acidstable properties of the parent antibiotic penicillin-V.
Accordingly, the benzyl ester of 6-aminopenicillanic acid (2a)9) was acylated with the crude acid chloride la prepared from (3,5-bis-carboxymethoxy-phenoxy)-acetic acid (1)6) in dry dichloromethane in the presence of pyridine, and the produced timeric product 3 was isolated in a moderate (42%) yield after chromatographic purification. Oxidation 
